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E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MOPS, CB 

SUBJ: US AIR OPERATIONS IN CAMBODIA 

1. ON 7 MAY, MR. SIDNEY SCHANBERG OF THE NEW YORK TIMES 
WAS GRANTED AN INTERVIEW WITH THE DEFENSE ATTACHE, 

COL BURNELL. THE DISCUSSION, WHICH WAS NOT FOR ATTRIBU- 
TION, CENTERED ON THE SUBJECT OF U. S. AIR OPERATIONS 

IN THE GKR. 

2. IN ANSWER TO QUESTIONS ON THE EMBASSY' S ROLE IN 
U. S. AIR OPERATIONS THE DEFENSE ATTACHE LIMITED HIS 
RESPONSES TO THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE STAFF 
REPORT OF THE SUB- COMMITTEE OF THE FRC, US SENATE, 
ENTITLED " US AIR OPERATIONS IN CAMBODIA: APRIL 1973” . 

TWO ADDITIONAL POINTS WERE MADE: 

A. THE DEFENSE ATTACHED OFFICE IS NO LONGER 
SCREENING TACTICAL AIR REQUESTS FROM THE FANK. THE 
KHMER ARMED FORCES NOW HAVE THEIR OWN DIRECT AIR 
SUPPORT CENTER, ABLE TO COMMUNICATE DIRECTLY WITH U. S. 
FAC' S CAND THE ABCCC ( AIRBORNER COMMAND POST). THIS 
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ARRANGEMENT IS NOW POSSIBLE THROUGH THE AVAILABILITY OF 
EQUIPMENT AND TRAINED PERSONNEL NOT PREVIOUSLY ON HAND. 

B. THE EMBASSY PANEL REFERRED TO IN THE REPORT 
CONTINUES TO OPERATE. AS A PRACTICAL MATTER IT IS NO 
LONGER HEADED BY THE DCM. BUT THE AMBASSADOR. A 
RESCHEDULING OF ITS DAILY MEETINGS PERMITS GREATER 
PARTICIPATION BY THE AMBASSADOR. OTHER THAN THIS 
COMPOSITION AND PROCEDURES REMAIN AS REPORTED IN THE 
STAFF REPORT. 

3. COMMENT: THIS IS THE FIRST TIME THE EMBASSY HAS 
DISCLOSED TO THE PRESS THE SHIFT IN HANDLING TACTICAL 
AIR OPERATIONS. 

SWANK 
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